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C I V I L A I R PAT R O L O R A L H I S T O R Y I N T E R V I E W S

C i v i l A i r P a t r o l O r a l H i s t o r y i n t e r v i e w s w e r e i n i t i a t e d i n

Early 1982 by Lt. Colonel Lester E. Hopper, CAP, of the
C i v i l A i r P a t r o l ' s N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i t t e e . T h e o v e r a l l

pu rpose o f these in te rv iews i s to record fo r pos te r i t y the
ac t i v i t i es o f se lec ted members o f t he C i v i l A i r Pa t ro l ,

T h e p r i n c i p l e g o a l o f t h e s e h i s t o r i e s i s t o i n c r e a s e t h e b a s e

of knowledge re la t ing to the ear ly accompl ishments o f C iv i l

Air Patrol members who in their own unique way contributed

to the defense of our great country. Certainly not of a

s e c o n d a r y n a t u r e i s t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f

individuals as Civi l Air Patrol continues its growth.
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K N O W A L L M E N B Y T H E S E P R E S E N T S :

T h a t I , T H O M A . q H M n m A Y T ^ R , h a v e t h i s d a y p a r t i c i p a t e d

i n a n o r a l - m a g n e t i c - t a p e d i n t e r v i e w w i t h LT C O L L E S T E R H O P P E R C A P ,

c o v e r i n g m y b e s t r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f e v e n t s a n d e x p e r i e n c e s w h i c h m a y b e o f

h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i fi c a n c e t o t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l .

I unders tand tha t the tape(s ) and the t ransc r ibed manusc r ip t resu l t i ng

t h e r e f r o m w i l l b e a c c e s s i o n e d i n t o t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l ' s H i s t o r i a l H o l d i n g s .

I n t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t o f t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l , I d o h e r e b y v o l u n t a r i l y g i v e ,

t r a n s f e r , c o n v e y , a n d a s s i g n a l l r i g h t , t i t l e , a n d i n t e r e s t i n t h e m e m o i r s

and remembrances contained in the aforementioned magnetic tapes and manuscript

t o t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l , t o h a v e a n d t o h o l d t h e s a m e f o r e v e r , h e r e b y r e l i n

qu i sh ing f o r myse l f , my execu to rs , adm in i s t r a to r s , he i r s , and ass igns a l l

o w n e r s h i p , r i g h t , t i t l e , a n d i n t e r e s t t h e r e i n t o t h e d o n e e e x p r e s s l y o n t h e

c o n d i t i o n o f s t r i c t o b s e r v a n c e o f t h e f o l l o w i n g r e s t r i c t i o n s :

N O N E



S U M M A R Y O F C O N T E N T S

I n t h i s o r a l h i s t o r y i n t e r v i e w , L t . C o l , T h o m a s H . M c B r a y e r ,
C A P , s p e a k s c a n d i d l y a n d i n t e r e s t i n g l y r e g a r d i n g h i s b r i e f
p e r i o d o f C A P s e r v i c e i n e a r l y 1 9 4 2 p r i o r t o h i s e n l i s t m e n t
i n t h e A r r a y A i r C o r p s . H e t h e n p i c k s u p w i t h h i s r e a s s o c i a t i o n
w i t h C A P i n 1 9 4 8 . H e e x p l a i n s t h a t h i s r e a s s o c i a t i o n w a s
d e l a y e d u p o n h i s r e t u r n p r i m a r i l y d u e t o a g e n e r a l l a c k o f
i n t e r e s t b y e v e r y o n e i n t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l P r o g r a m .
T h e m a j o r i m p a c t o f t h i s i n t e r v i e w i s t h e s u b j e c t i v e a n a l y s i s
o f C A P o p e r a t i o n s a t t h e s q u a d r o n l e v e l p r o v i d e d b y M r. M c B r a y e r.
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G U I D E T O C O N T E N T S

1 F a m i l y H i s t o r y

2 P r e C A P A v i a t i o n B a c k g r o u n d

2 I n i t i a l A s s o c i a t i o n w i t h C A P

4 U n i f o r m s o f t h e P e r i o d

5 A c t i v i t y a t J a m e s C o n n a l l y A i r B a s e

6 R e a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h C A P

7 D r i l l C o m p e t i t i o n

9 S q u a d r o n A i r c r a f t
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1 2 Tr a i n i n g P r o g r a m s

1 2 National and Regional Meetings

1 3 P o s t w a r S t i m u l a t i o n b y C a d e t s

U T h e Va l u e o f I n f o r m a t i o n P r o g r a m s
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C A P O R A L H I S T O R Y I N T E R V I E W

N u m b e r : W N H C 4 . 8 2 - 3
Ta p e d I n t e r v i e w W i t h : L t , C o l . T h o m a s H , M o B r a y e r , C A P
D a t e o f I n t e r v i e w : 1 4 A u g u s t 1 9 8 2
L o c a t i o n ; C h i c a g o , I l l i n o i s
C o n d u c t e d b y ; L t . C o l . L e s t e r E . H o p p e r , C A P

H : To m , w h y d o n ' t y o u t e l l u s a l i t t l e a b o u t w h e r e y o u w e r e b o r n

a n d w h e n a n d a l l t h a t g o o d i n f o r m a t i o n .

M : I w a s b o r n i n L o r e n a , w h i c h i s 1 0 m i l e s s o u t h o f Wa c o , Te x a s

o n A p r i l 2 7 , 1 9 0 8 . I s t i l l l i v e t h e r e . 7 4 y e a r s I ' v e b e e n

there . I g rew up there fa rming w i th my fa ther. He was a ru ra l

m a i l c a r r i e r , b u t h e f a r m e d o n t h e s i d e b e c a u s e a r u r a l m a i l

c a r r i e r d i d n ' t g e t m u c h p a y i n t h o s e d a y s . M y y o u n g e r b r o t h e r

a n d I w o r k e d i n a c o t t o n fi e l d u n t i l w e g r a d u a t e d f r o m L o r e n a

H i g h S c h o o l a n d w e n t t o B a y l o r U n i v e r s i t y. T h e m a i n r e a s o n w e

went to Baylor was not so much in search of an education, but

to ge t ou t o f t ha t go l l du rned co t ton pa tch . I j us t headed

a r o u n d p i l l a r t o p o s t d o i n g o d d j o b s u n t i l 1 9 2 6 w h e n I b e c a m e

m y D a d ' s s u b s t i t u t e o n h i s r u r a l r o u t e i n L o r e n a . L a t e r o n I

went to Houston to make my fortune. I landed there just about

the time the 1929 crash happened. Very soon I was back in

Lorena because I got hungry. In 1933 I opened a fi l l ing

station in Lorena, or a service station as you call them now,

bu t a fi l l i ng s ta t ion then . Go t mar r ied Sep tember 22 , 1933 .

R a n t h a t s t a t i o n u n t i l I w a s m a d e L o r e n a p o s t m a s t e r i n 1 9 4 1 .

I r e m e m b e r w h e n t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l s t a r t e d , i t g o t m y
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M c B r a y e r

a t t e n t i o n . I n c i d e n t a l l y , I h a d s o m e fl y i n g b a c k g r o u n d .

M y fi r s t r i d e w a s i n a C u r t i s J e n n i e o n e o f t h o s e 0 X 5 d e a l s f o r

$5 bucks which was 2 weeks work. And then I started going to
t h e W a c o M u n i c i p a l A i r p o r t c a t c h i n g r i d e s . A b o u t 1 9 3 5 I

s t a r t e d fl y i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r $ 3 . 0 0 f o r 3 0 m i n u t e s . T h o s e

s e s s i o n s w e r e f e w a n d f a r b e t w e e n b e c a u s e t h o s e S 3 . 0 0 w e r e

h a r d t o c o m e b y t h e n . B e i n g I w a s m a r r i e d a n d d i d n ' t h a v e

much income. I soloed in a brand new Taylor Graft May 28,

1 9 3 9 . J a c k N e w l a n d w a s m y i n s t r u c t o r . H e w a s o n e o f t h e b e s t

i n t h e w e s t . T h e n e x t t h i n g I k n e w t h e w a r b r o k e o u t . I w a s

s t i l l fl y i n g a l i t t l e o n t h e s i d e . S o m y fl y i n g t o o k a b a c k

seat unt i l I got out in 45 and then went into th is Army

t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m w h a t e v e r y o u c a l l i t .

H : Yo u w e n t i n t o t h e A r m y d u r i n g t h e w a r ?

M: Yes, I was in the Army and worked as a postmaster. I went

r i g h t i n t o t h e A r m y, j u s t r i g h t i n t o t h e p o s t a l s e r v i c e .

H: So, you were dur ing the war years, actual ly in the Army.

M: Ya, Ya. One o f the reasons I jo ined the CAP, I thought i t

w a s g o i n g t o l e a d m e i n t o t h e A i r F o r c e . L i k e m o s t o f t h e

other people who were in there, they thought that 's going to

b e o n e g i a n t s t e p i n t o t h e A i r F o r c e .

H: When did you join CAP, before you went into the Army?

2



M c B r a y e r

M ; A p r i l 1 9 4 - 2 . I t h i n k p r e t t y c l o s e t o m y b i r t h d a y . O f c o u r s e ,

I d i d n ' t k e e p u p m y c o n n e c t i o n s d u r i n g t h e w a r , b u t I p i c k e d

them up soon as I go t back ou t .

H ; W h e n d i d y o u g o i n t o t h e A r m y ?

M ; I w e n t i n t h e A r m y A p r i l 1 9 4 2 , c a m e b a c k D e c e m b e r 5 , 1 9 4 5 ,

m y D a d * s b i r t h d a y. .

H: Okay, wel l why don't you go ahead. During those months you

w e r e i n C A P, w h a t d i d y o u d o ?

M : O h , t h a t ' s w h e n J a m e s C o n n a l l y w a s t h e a i r b a s e f o r n a v i g a t o r s

over across the river in Waco. We also had the Waco Army

A i r fi e l d w h e r e t h e B a m b o o b o m b e r s t r a i n e d . B u t w e w e n t o v e r

to James Connal ly and dr i l led at least one night a week for

two hours . They d r i l l ed us jus t l i ke we was regu la r G I ' s .

We went through var ious phases of t ra in ing. Some secret s tu ff .

I t was secre t then. I don ' t see why i t was, bu t they c la imed

i t was. G-ot a l i t t le radio work. Then got to go through most

o f t h e a i r c r a f t . W e w e r e p a r t l y o n t h e i n s i d e , b u t t h e

t r a i n i n g d i d n ' t h a v e a w h o l e l o t t o d o w i t h a i r c r a f t . M o s t l y

d r i l l i n g . A n d w e d i d n ' t h a v e b u t a b o u t t h r e e a i r c r a f t i n t h e

squadron then. Old Monocoupe and J3 Cub and an old Waco,
we pract iced var ious intercept ion problem, you know, enemy

o v e r h e r e a t t h i s p o i n t . W e g o t t o fl y o v e r t h e r e a n d

in te r cep t t hem, a l l l i ke t ha t , you know. We flew t r i ang les .

3



M c B r a y e r

t r i a n g a l a t i o n a n d s t u f f .

H : Okay, you were fly ing du r ing tha t pe r i od , t hen .

M ; I w a s fl y i n g .

H: Were you a flight officer or what was your rank?

M: We weren't very rank conscious during those days. Just about

about everybody was just about his own captain. Well, I

remember, now we did have a captain or somebody over us. But
I don't think many of us was rank conscious. I wasn't, I know.

I d i d n ' t c a r e i f I w a s a P F G o r a 2 n d L i e u t e n a n t .

H ; D i d y o u h a v e u n i f o r m s ?

M; We had uniforms, just like that book of pictures you showed me.

H: Okay, with the red epaulettes and CAP patch.

M: We had the same thing. We did have those, we called them

s h o u l d e r b o a r d s .

H : Shou lder boards , okay.

M: Red shoulder boards. And I remember the GI's, the draftees

over at James Connally, they sort of snickered at us. Wearing

4



McBrayer

those red things. You know you could hear one of them say

B o y S c o u t o r s o m e t h i n g . I t d i d n ' t d o u s a n y g o o d . B u t w e g o t

a l o n g p r e t t y g o o d . I r e m e m b e r o n e n i g h t w e w e r e o u t t h e r e

dr i l l ing, and one of the barracks got to laughing and making
c a t c a l l s . W e l l , t h i s d r i l l s e r g e a n t w a s a n o l d t i m e r a n d

r e g u l a r j u s t w e n t o v e r t h e b a r r a c k s , c a l l e d t h e m a l l o u t a n d

d r i l l e d t h e m f o r t h r e e h o u r s .

H : L e t y o u a l l d o t h e c a t c a l l i n g , u h ?

M: They never bothered us one more minute, I guarantee you that.

O h , l o t o f t h i n g s l i k e t h a t . J u s t h a r d t o r e m e m b e r .

H : Wel l , d id you do any searches fo r a i rp lanes o r any th ing l i ke

that? During that period before you went into the Army?

M : Ve r y f e w. I g o t i n o n a f e w a s a n o b s e r v e r. I c o u l d fl y t h e

p l a n e a l l r i g h t b u t I d i d n ' t h a v e a l i c e n s e t h e n . I r e m e m b e r

being down to G-alveston on one flight, for some reason. I don't

know, maybe i t was jus t t ra in ing fl igh t . We jus t went down

there to observe. But it wasn't in a bigger plane than a J5,

I forgot now what it was. We could have gone in some of those

from James Connaly, we weren't in with the Bamboo Bomber group.

We were just over at James Connaly. Waco Air Force Base didn't

h a v e a t h i n g t o d o w i t h u s . W e l l , l e t m e t h i n k . I t ' s a l l s o

vague. The trouble is, my memory before the war I can
remember pretty good, but the war chopped out a whole bunch of

5



M c B r a y e r

s t u f f . I c a n ' t r e m e m b e r, I w a s n ' t r e a l l y i n t h e s h o o t i n g

war. Course I was in the pos t o ffice . But I was down in

N e w G u i n e a . P l a c e I ' d h e a r d o f b u t d i d n ' t b e l i e v e . B u t I

f o u n d o u t . T h e r e i s a N e w G u i n e a .

H : T h e r e w e r e a b u n c h o f p l a n e s t h e r e ?

M: Oh gosh, Phil l ipines, Tachloven, Leyte, your're not getting

m u c h o u t o f m e t o d a y .

H : N o , t h a t ' s a l l r i g h t . W e ' r e j u s t l e t t i n g t h i n g s t a k e t h e i r

own course. So you actually were in CAP about four months

b e f o r e y o u w e n t i n t h e A r m y.

M ; S o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t .

H : Now, when you came f rom the A rmy, how fas t d i d you ge t back

t o C A P ?

M : A c o u p l e o f y e a r s .

H ; A c o u p l e o f y e a r s ?

M ; O h , y a , i t w a s a c o u p l e o f y e a r s . M a y b e t h r e e , b e c a u s e C A P

h a d j u s t w i l t e d . R i g h t t h e r e i n W a c o .

H : F o l d e d u p , h u h ?

6



M c B r a y e r

M : I t j u s t f o l d e d . W e l l , t h e r e w a s n o b o d y t o t a k e c h a r g e .

By 1948 o r 49 I be l i eve we were go ing gung ho aga in .

H : O k a y .

M ; A n d b y 1 9 5 7 o r 5 8 w e c a r r i e d a d r i l l t e a m t o N e w Yo r k . A n d w e

c a r r i e d t h e m a g a i n i n 5 9 , t w o s t r a i g h t y e a r s Te x a s , Wa c o

s q u a d r o n w o n a Te x a s d r i l l c o m p e t i t i o n .

H: How did, what got you back into the program in 1948, Tom?

M: Well, I got back flying again and some of my buddies mentioned

going again, why don't you get in. Well, I finally worked
back up to where I was GO. Most of my duties were fiscal.

I kept the books. That's been the story of my life. I belong
to a flying club and I am treasurer and secretary, keep the books.

H: That 's what you get for be ing honest .

M; I guess so. But they lay it on me. Keep the books for the

L o r e n a F i r e D e p a r t m e n t .

H : V / h a t d i d y o u a l l d o i n 1 9 4 8 ?

M: Not a whole lot, there wasn't much to do. The fear of war was

g o n e . W e w e r e n e v e r g o i n g t o h a v e a n o t h e r w a r . S o I t h i n k

t h e A i r F o r c e s o r t o f d i s a s s o c i a t e d t h e m s e l v e s w i t h u s . W e l l

7



M c B r a y e r

n o t a c tu a l l y d i sa sso c i a te , b u t t h e y w e re n ' t ve r y h e l p f u l .

I*ve forgotten then when they started to help us the most.

We did occupy an old abandoned Array barracks out there at the

Waco Army A i r fie ld wh ich i s now the Waco-Mad ison Cooper

M u n i c i p a l A i r p o r t . A n d w e o c c u p i e d t h a t u n t i l t h e y t o r e t h e m

d o w n a b o u t t h e l a t e 6 0 s . N o w t h e g r o u p m e e t s i n t h e c o n f e r e n c e

r o o m i n t h e a i r p o r t i n t h e t e r m i n a l b u i l d i n g . R e a l n i c e

s e t u p . T h e g r o u p m e e t s d o w n i n t h e h a n g a r . I m e a n t h e

s q u a d r o n , t h e c a d e t s q u a d r o n m e e t s , n o I t a k e t h a t b a c k , t h e y

m e e t i n t h e N a t i o n a l G u a r d B u i l d i n g .

H : Wha t was the name o f t ha t aquad ron back i n t he 40s and 50s?

M : W a c o , I g u e s s .

H : J u s t c a l l e d t h e Wa c o s q u a d r o n .

M ; A n d a s f o r t h e c a d e t s , I d o n * t r e m e m b e r .

H: How about in 1948, did you al l have cadets or just seniors?

M: Had cadets and that's when we started the cadet program.

T h a t ' s w h e n t h e A i r F o r c e , I d o u b t i f i t w a s t h e A i r F o r c e

then, and the CAP leaders decided that if we were going to
continue we had to have cadets. And for a while I thought

that was silly but I was wrong as it developed some good

people. The cadets that were there in 48, they are leaders

8
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s o m e w h e r e e l s e n o w. T h e y ' r e g o o d o l d m e n . T h i s i s 8 2 . A n d

now we have us a da rn good cade t squadron down the re , bu t i t

fluctuates. You get a bunch in there together maybe when

they ' re 14 years o ld and s tay there t i l l t hey g radua te , by
t h e t i m e t h e y g e t t h a t f a r t o g e t h e r t h e y a r e a u n i t . T h a t ' s

the reason the drill team won twice in a row, the same group

won two yea rs i n a row.

H: How did you all do when you got to New York?

M : We l l , w e w o n fi f t h o n e t i m e a n d s i x t h a n o t h e r. T h e fi r s t t i m e

up the darn Hawaiians came down the stairway. We drilled in
Rockefeller Plaza, and you'd walk down a bunch of steps into
the rotunda. And they marched down there singing an Hawaiian

chan t . And t ha t go t t hem #1 r i gh t t he re . Bu t t hey we ren ' t

supposed to sing or say a word whi le they were dr i l l ing.

They broke the rules but they got #1 anyway. The 2nd time
I don't remember who won then. But we stayed at the old

airbase there on Long Island, Mitchel Field. We stayed out

there, very nice and we got to see New York. In an Air Force bus.

H: "What k ind of a i rcraf t d id you have in the squadron in that

p a r t i c u l a r p e r i o d , I m e a n 4 8 t o 5 8 .

M : A e r o n c a .

H ; Wa s i t G A P o r A r m y i s s u e ?

9
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M ; I t w a s C A P. Ta n d e m , A e r o n c a , 6 5 H o r s e e n g i n e . A n d w e fl e w

t h e w i n g s o f f t h a t d a r n t h i n g , T h a t * s w h e n w e r e a l l y s t a r t e d

g i v i n g c a d e t r i d e s , o r i e n t a t i o n r i d e s , b a c k i n t h e e a r l y 5 0 s .

A n d t h a t w a s q u i t e a t h i n g . To b e a b l e t o c h e c k o u t a n d t o b e

a b l e t o g i v e a c a d e t a r i d e w a s s o m e t h i n g e v e r y b o d y l o o k e d

f o r w a r d t o , i n c l u d i n g m y s e l f . B u t w e fi n a l l y w o r e t h a t t h i n g

o u t . W e d i d n * t h a v e a n a i r p l a n e f o r a b o u t a y e a r w h i l e w e

r e b u i l t i t t h e r e a t J a m e s C o n n a l l y . T h e A i r F o r c e b o y s h e l p e d

u s r e b u i l d i t . W e p u t s e c o n i t e c o v e r i n g o n t h a t t h i n g a n d

r u b b e d i t w i t h h o t i r o n s . W e r e a l l y h a n d fi n i s h e d i t . T h a t ' s

w h e n T y l e r w a s h e a d q u a r t e r s f o r t h e T e x a s W i n g . W e fl e w i t

o v e r t h e r e o n e d a y o n b u s i n e s s r e l a t i n g t o t h e f a c t t h a t w e

h a d b e e n w a n t i n g a T 3 4 a n d w e r e a b o u t H t h i n l i n e . C o l .

Luther Bogard was the Texas Wing Commander, and he took one

look at that Aeronca and said you all can have a T34. Anybody

w h o w o u l d p u t t h a t k i n d o f w o r k i n a n a i r p l a n e a n d k e e p i t u p

like that we know will keep up a T34. So we got us a T34 right

q u i c k .

H : D i d y o u g e t t o k e e p y o u r A e r o n c a t o o ?

M : Ya , w e g o t t o k e e p i t t o o . T h a t w a s m o s t l y f o r c a d e t

o r i e n t a t i o n . A n d w e u s e d t h a t T 3 4 t i l l a b o u t 7 5 a n d t h e n

the powers that be decide that a T34 was not a good search

p l a n e . Y o u e v e r b e e n i n o n e ?

H : Y e p .
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M ; V / e l l t o m e i t ' s g o t e x c e l l e n t v i s i b i l i t y i n a l l p a r t s b a c k

t o f r o n t , b u t t h e y d e c r e e d w e s h o u l d h a v e 1 7 2 * s s o w e c o u l d h a v e

8 e y e b a l l s o n a s e a r c h i n s t e a d o f 4 . S o w e s o l d t h e T 3 4 a n d

the Aeronca for $15,000 and bought a new 1975 Cessna 172

w h i c h w e s t i l l h a v e . I t ' s e q u i p p e d f o r I F R fl y i n g . O f c o u r s e

w e d o n ' t fl y I P R u n l e s s w e g e t c a u g h t i n w e a t h e r .

H : H o w a b o u t y o u r s e a r c h a c t i v i t y b a c k i n t h o s e l a t e 4 0 s , e a r l y

50s, d id you search for many missing a i rcraf t?

M: No, not much because you didn't have that much flying going on.

As people acquired more money and the youngsters grew up they

acqu i red the i r a i rp lanes , they a lso acqu i red the knack o f j us t

fly ing i n to t he w i l d b l ue yonde r w i t hou t no t i f y i ng anybody.
That's really what happens a lot. So and so is missing from

his home base and we don ' t know where he went . So how are

you going to find out which way to go. As a result we always
tr ied to s t ress in our fl ight c l in ics that i f you ' re going to

fly, fi l e a fl i gh t p l an . They s t i l l don ' t do i t t hough .
The ELT is very good, but they do go off in hangars or with

a hard landing. We checked out many an airport and found the

missing airplane right there. The guy had gone home and gone
to bed without closing out his flight plan. The darndest

thing we found last year, a wife reported her husband missing
on a flight to somewhere. I think it was maybe up in the

Dallas area. Anyway, somebody that knew where the guy was

g o i n g g o t a h o l d o f s o m e C A P f e l l o w a n d t o l d h i m t h a t t h i s
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g u y w a s s h a c k e d u p w i t h h i s g i r l f r i e n d i n D a l l a s , A n d t h a t ' s

w h e r e t h e y f o u n d h i m , I t h i n k t h e d i v o r c e c a m e s h o r t l y a f t e r .

( L a u g h t e r ) B u t t h a t k i n d o f s t u f f j u s t r u n s y o u c r a z y.

T r y i n g t o fi g u r e o u t , p u t y o u r s e l f i n t h e i r p l a c e , w h e r e a r e

t h e y g o i n g , w h y w o u l d t h e y l a n d t h e r e , F r u s t r a t i n g ,

H ; M o s t l y y o u r a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g t h e 4 0 s a n d 5 0 s a n d 6 0 s w e r e

s o r t o f t r a i n i n g a n d t h i n g s o f t h a t n a t u r e ?

M; Most ly t ra in ing . We a lways had a t ra in ing program go ing .

W e h a d a t r a i n i n g o f fi c e r . W e ' d s i t t h e r e j u s t l i k e w e w e r e

i n t h e c l a s s r o o m . W o u l d n ' t b e t o o l o n g . W e h a d o f c o u r s e a

safety officer who was always gett ing up spout ing about

something. 'AHi ich is a good th ing. You can forget those

safety things right quick. But we had a pretty good program.
I a lways t r ied to a t tend a l l the meet ings around the count ry,

espec ia l ly the Nat ional Board Meet ings. I guess the most

rewarding I attended was the Southwest Regional Conference.
Went to Phoenix, or Oklahoma, or New Orleans, had it in

Dallas once. I believe we had one in New Mexico one time,

Albuequrque, ya. And usually when James Connally was there

they would furnish an airlift for it. They had those T29 Plying
classroom with 11 desks in them. Navigating training school

i t was. They final ly moved that to Sacramento, And now that

a i rbase i s t he Texas S ta te Techn ica l I ns t i t u te , Have abou t

5,000 students there who are taught to use their hands to make
a l i v i n g . I t ' s a v e r y w o r t h y fi e l d . T h e r e ' s f o u r o f t h e m i n
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T e x a s . W a c o i s t h e h o m e b a s e . T h a t i s s o m e t h i n g w e ' v e b e e n

n e e d i n g o u t t h e r e a l l a l o n g . B u t I d o m i s s t h e T 2 9 ' s .

H ; W e l l , t h a t ' s t h e p e r i o d t h a t w e ' r e p r i n c i p a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n .

Any other comments, Tom?

M: Now we did have schools. At every meeting we had some kind of

training or some kind of report ing, we had something going

o n a l l . t h e t i m e . A n d t h e c a d e t s , t h a t ' s w h e n w e h a d m o s t o f

o u r c a d e t s , d u r i n g t h o s e y e a r s . T h e r e ' s v e r y f e w c a d e t s n o w

a days. Around Waco anyway. The cadets always kept us on

our toes. We had to be pretty good as they were pretty darn

s h a r p . O n e w a y o r t h e o t h e r t h e y ' d l e t y o u k n o w a b o u t i t i f

y o u g o o f e d u p .

H: That 's where the cadets are pushing the seniors.

M; I guarantee you that. They'd spot a loose button a mile away.

And some way they'd let you know about it. Sir, your pocket

is unbuttoned, in a quavering voice. And then you were

supposed to congratulate them on their sharpness.

H: Well that was kind of an interesting period. We went through
a turmoil right after the war when everybody just kind of

dropped CAP.

M: Nobody wanted to do anything that pertained to war. And that
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did pertain to war. Sooner or later the younger ones came

along and started pushing the older ones. The old ones got

busy again. We've never had any drive for members in Waco,
but every once in awhile through the years we would make a

find or something spectacular which got in the newspaper with

a good wr i te -up . I t ous t happened the c i t y ed i to r was a p i lo t

himself and a good fr iend of mine who was interested in Civi l

A i r P a t r o l . H e w a s n ' t a m e m b e r b u t h e w a s a g o o d r e p o r t e r .

F o r a w h i l e I w a s I n f o r m a t i o n O f fi c e r a n d c o u l d g i v e h i m a n y

k i n d o f s t o r y a n d h e w o u l d p r i n t i t . E v e r y o n c e i n a w h i l e

he'd get up a good one and we'd have 3 or 4 new members come

i n . I t h i n k t h e m o s t w e e v e r h a d w a s 9 w h o c a m e i n a f t e r o n e

o f t h e s e s t o r i e s . I t h i n k i n t h a t s t o r y t h e m a n i n c l u d e d t h e

f a c t t h a t w e n e e d e d m o r e p e o p l e t o d o t h e w o r k . O n e o f t h o s e

fe l l ows who came i n t ha t n i gh t i s G roup 12 Commande r r i gh t now.

H e h a d n ' t b e e n i n b u t a b o u t 1 2 o r 1 5 y e a r s . H e j u s t w e n t

r i g h t u p l i k e t h a t . I n e v e r d i d a s p i r e t o t h a t . I d i d m a k e

s q u a d r o n c o m m a n d e r . I d i d n ' t w a n t t o g o a n y h i g h e r . I s t a y e d

busy on sea rches even though I neve r d id go on a sea rch a t

n i g h t . W h e n I ' d g e t a c a l l i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e d a y o r

something, plane down between Eagle Pass and San Antonio, I
w o u l d g o . F o r a w h i l e m y w i f e w o u l d s a y, t h e r e ' s a l o t o f o t h e r s

in Waco, why don't you let them go? One day I told her, "Now,

babe, what if that was me missing? Would you want those other

fel lows to stay at home?" You know from that day, when I 'd

ge t a phone ca l l , she 'd s ta r t ge t t ing my c lo thes toge ther -
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H ; S h e u n d e r s t a n d s i t n o w ,

M ; S h e u n d e r s t a n d s i t t h o r o u g h l y n o w .

H ; I a g r e e , m o s t C A P w i v e s a r e q u i t e h e l p f u l i n a l o t o f a r e a s .

M : T h e y h a v e t o b e . S h e w a s n ' t f o r a l o n g t i m e , b u t s h e c e r t a i n l y

i s n o w .

H ; I s s h e i n t h e p r o g r a m ?

M : N o , s h e h a s n e v e r b e e n i n a n a i r p l a n e w i t h m e . S h e ' l l fl y

c o m m e r c i a l a n d t h a t ' s a l l . I t r i e d t o s n e a k a r o u n d a n d g e t

s o m e o f t h e o t h e r b o y s t o t a k e h e r u p . To j u s t l e t h e r g e t

t h e f e e l o f i t , c a u s e I k n o w s h e ' d b e s c a r e d a s h e l l i f i t

w a s m e fl y i n g t h e p l a n e .

H ; Yo u ' r e r i g h t , t h e y d o n ' t h a v e t o o m u c h f a i t h i n u s , d o t h e y ,

To m ? ( l a u g h t e r )

M : B u t a n y w a y s h e n e v e r w o u l d g o . S h e j u s t m a d e u p h e r m i n d .

W e l l , h e r y o u n g e r b r o t h e r w a s k i l l e d i n a n a v a l c r a s h i n 1 9 3 9

out in San Franc isco . That sor t o f soured her on fly ing then.

Ma t t e r o f f ac t I so l oed t he a i r p l ane w i t h he r s i t t i ng ou t i n

the car at the munic ipal bui ld ing and she d idn ' t even know i t .

I w a s fl y i n g t w o o r t h r e e y e a r s b e f o r e s h e f o u n d i t o u t . A n d

she then p i t ched a fi t . She asked me why I d id i t . I sa id I
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knew you'd ta lk me out of i t . Wel l , I just sent a l iead my way.

H; What do you cons ider i s the s ing le most a t t rac t i ve fea tu re o f

t h e p r o g r a m t o d a y ? Yo u m e n t i o n e d t h a t s e a r c h e s a n d n e w s p a p e r

r e l e a s e s w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e m s e e m t o a t t r a c t p e o p l e , i s t h a t i t ?

M : W e l l , t h a t g e t s t h e p u b l i c i n t e r e s t e d . L i k e t h o s e 9 p e o p l e t h a t

c a m e i n , t h e y w e r e a t t r a c t e d b y u s m a k i n g a fi n d . A n d t h i s

f e l l ow desc r i bed how we wen t t h rough t he who le mess . And

m e s s i s a g o o d w o r d . M o s t o f t h e S A R C A P S a r e . I t j u s t h a s

l i t t l e b i t o f a p u l l t o i t . J u s t l i k e t h e A i r F o r c e , S i l v e r

w i n g s a n d a l l t h a t j a z z . Yo u ' r e fl y i n g a n a i r p l a n e l o o k i n g

f o r a d o w n e d m a n , y o u . ' r e d o i n g a g o o d t h i n g . B u t t h a t ' s n o t

t h e m a i n r e a s o n f o r C i v i l A i r P a t r o l . T h a t ' s o n e o f t h e

r e a s o n s . We a l s o g o t a e r o s p a c e e d u c a t i o n , w e h a v e a c a d e t

p r o g r a m , w e g o t t h r e e o r f o u r p r o g r a m s a l l t i e d t o g e t h e r .

I be l ieve th is AOPA assoc ia t ion is go ing to he lp us great ly

a n d I b e l i e v e t h i s B o y S c o u t d e a l w i l l a l s o .

H : I a g r e e b o t h o f t h o s e w i l l h e l p .

M : I t h i n k b o t h o f t h o s e , i f w e c a n i n t e r a c t l i k e t h a t , a r e

go ing to s t reng then a l l t h ree o f us . Inc lud ing AOPA.

H: Wel l , I fee l l ike there are a lo t o f us who are a l ready AOPA

members, but we're going to get some that aren't, and vice versa.
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M ; O h y a , t h a t ' s r i g h t . W e l l , r a y A O PA n u m b e r i s 1 2 7 2 . I j o i n e d

M a y * 3 9 w h i c h i s w h e n t h e y s t a r t e d .

H : I t ' s a v e r y w o r t h w h i l e o r g a n i z a t i o n . W e ' d b e i n b a d s h a p e i f

t h e y w e r e n ' t t h e r e t o l o b b y f o r u s .

M : O o h , b r o t h e r . I g o t a l e t t e r f r o m J . B . H a r t r a n f t a c o u p l e

months ago . He sa id the re was 139 ahead o f me, o r 138 ahead

o f m e a n d I ' m # 1 3 9 o n t h e r o l l . A n d h e r e m a r k e d t h a t i s n ' t i t

i r o n i c w h e n y o u j o i n e d i t c o s t o n l y $ 3 . 0 0 . A n d I h a d n ' t

t h o u g h t o f t h a t , i t ' s n o t s o i r o n i c a t a l l . I n t h o s e d a y s I

c o u l d b u y 3 0 m i n u t e s o f fl y i n g t i m e f o r $ 3 . 0 0 . A n d o n e

S a t u r d a y w h e n i t w a s t o o r a i n y t o fl y I u s e d t h a t $ 3 . 0 0 t o

j o i n t h e A O PA ( l a u g h t e r ) .

H ; T r a d e o u t .

M: I traded out and have enjoyed AOPA all these years as I

h a v e C A P .

H: Wel l , Tom, thanks for your t ime in prov id ing us wi th an

ins ight in to GAP operat ions f rom your point of v iew.
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